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* Humanities under attack

» Japanese University Humanities and
Social Sciences Programs Under
Attack

+ Japan's humanities chop sends shivers
down academic spines
Japan’s Education Ministry Says to Axe
Social Science and Humanities

REFMEOCRLL

Japan Dumbs Down Its Universities

» The Japanese Government’s Attack on the

Humanities and Social Sciences

Japanese Gov’'t Encourages Unis to Cut
Humanities, Social Sciences

Japan Rethinks Higher Education in Skills
Push - Liberal arts will be cut back in favor of
business programs that emphasize research
or vocational training




WORLD ogin | Register
UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONAL  JOBS  SUMMITS  RANKINGS  STUDENT  STORE Q

RANKINGS

Social sciences and humanities faculties

1 i i § Featured Jobs
to close’ in Japan after ministerial

Researcher Position)

intervention i

Environmental

Univ st es to scele beck oeral a5 ane scalal scieree cou‘ses

Seprember 14,2015

Postdoztoral Fellow

Bk e Position in Povrer BNTNU
Tuitter: Bjgra the Electronics Reli

Times Higher Education

* 14 September 2015
» Based on Yomiuri account

» “Of the 60 national universities that offer
courses in these disciplines, 26 have
confirmed that they will either close or scale
back their relevant faculties at the behest of
Japan’s government, according to a survey
of university presidents by the Yomiuri
Shimbun.

Times Higher Education

» The call to close the liberal arts and social
science faculties are believed to be part of wider
efforts by prime minister Shinzo Abe to promote
what he has called “more practical vocational
education that better anticipates the needs of
society”.

However, it is likely to be connected with
ongoing financial pressures on Japanese
universities, linked to a low birth rate and falling
numbers of students, which have led to many
institutions running at less than 50 per cent of
capacity.

Jack Grove

* [l]s a reporter covering issues affecting
careers in higher education .... He has a
BA in English from the University of Bristol,
and previously worked on newspapers
including the Cambridge News and the
Peterborough Evening Telegraph.
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* Reconsider the Closure of Social Sciences
and Humanities Faculties in Japan
— Andrew Smith change.org
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+ “86 university were covered by his
decree.”
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» We believe that research and teaching in fields
such as economics, international relations, law,
history, foreign languages, and the many other
disciplines affected by this decision contributes
to the wealth and power of a country in
numerous ways.
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« Liverpool University &5 (BA)

* The jobs of many of our Japanese
colleagues are at stake, since most
Japanese business historians work in the

affected departments. “ (Posted to H-Net 21
September 2015)
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» “Japan's current education minister is

intent to [sic] closing all of the humanities,
economics, law, and social science
departments in the country's public sector
universities....”
— @3 !'= “public sector”
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» Kenn Nakata Steffensen, Japan and the
social sciences: behind the headlines,
Times Higher (30 September 2015)
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Preston Phro, Are Japan’s national
universities actually getting rid of their
humanities departments? RocketNews24
(30 September 2015)
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« Jeff Kingston, "Japanese University Humanities
and Social Sciences Programs Under Attack",
The Asia-Pacific Journal, Vol. 13, Issue 39, No.
1, September 28, 2015.
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* “The message is that humanities and social
sciences facultiesand graduate schools ought to
be scrapped and transformed to that of natural
sciences, which are more necessary for society”;

* “MEXT places emphasis only on practical
sciences of immediate utility and thinks
humanities and social sciences are
unimportant”;

* “MEXT thinks that academic disciplines related
to the humanities and social sciences are not
needed for national universities.”
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« All of the above are in fact untrue.

» [W]e already have a policy to “abolish” courses
in the teacher training universities and faculties
which do not focus on acquisition of a teacher
certificate.... TA%BEIE

» Academia and society have pointed out that
humanities and social sciences have had
specialized disciplines that are overly
segmented and that more could be done in
education so that students can better acquire
skills to survive out in the world.... FEZER
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» Some national universities have already begun
to tackle such challenges in a proactive manner.

« Atfter the redefining of the missions was
completed in FY2013, a total of 15% of all
departments, or 226 departments (of which
teacher training, humanities and social sciences
account for 89) were reorganized or are being
planned to be done so by FY2016 .
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Climb down? Back down?
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FASE 77.4% 86.2% 87.7% 63.1% 86.8%
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* Media studies
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AXtt4&% ! = Liberal Education

Liberal Education is an approach to
learning that empowers individuals and
prepares them to deal with complexity,
diversity, and change. It provides students
with broad knowledge of the wider world
(e.g. science, culture, and society) as well
as in-depth study in a specific area of
interest.
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HSS Teaches You to Think

« HSSOfiE- 31 R - i I HIEH

» Abe government trying to eliminate
programs that “teach you to think”
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+ Critical thinking != only criticism
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